Leeds Tennis League AGM Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday 4 March 2026, 8pm at Alwoodley Tennis Club
Attendees:
	Patrick Bywater
	Sandal

	Mike Triffitt
	Wetherby

	Brad Triffitt
	Wetherby

	Alison Taylor
	Alwoodley

	Morag Woon
	Collingham

	Liz Douthwaite
	Collingham

	Tracy Watson
	Adel

	Beth James
	Thorner/Bardsey

	Lewys Forsey
	Thorner

	Gillian Telford
	David Lloyd

	Peter Telford
	David Lloyd

	Caroline Harding
	Whitkirk

	Richard Brown
	Horsforth

	Stuart Pedder
	Armley

	Kate Elgar
	Rawdon

	Penny Rice
	St Chads

	Sam Llewellyn
	Roundhay

	David Bodsworth
	Barwick

	Sally Harris
	Alwoodley

	Dave Robson
	Alwoodley

	Jan Ward
	Roundhay

	Fredrick Bleymann
	Pudsey

	John Howard
	Leeds Legends

	Ann Sedivy
	Roundhay

	Don Changunda
	Leeds Legends

	Phil Bagley
	Barwick

	Damian Woods
	Leeds Legends



1. Welcome: Beth James (Chair) welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked everyone for attending. 
 
2. Apologies had been received from:

	Pauline Whelan
	Adel

	Jonny Moore
	Skipton

	Deborah Trayhurn 
	David Lloyd

	Nick Smith
	Grove Hill

	Susan Gosling
	Almscliffe

	Harwin Bosworth
	Almscliffe

	Paula cheshire
	Almscliffe

	Dwight Brown
	West Yorkshire










3.  Minutes of the October 2025 Autumn Meeting were confirmed as accurate, with no matters arising.
4. The following Amendments to The Constitution (in italics below) were approved by vote:

· Section 3, Membership and Participation in Leagues
· All venues competing in the Leeds Tennis League must be LTA Registered Venues as of the date of the League AGM each season. In addition, Leeds League Matches must be played at Venues with both toilet facilities and running water.’

The group discussed whether changing facilities should also be required; consensus was that this could unfairly impact several clubs.

· New ii Annual Entry Process
· Existing teams intending to re-enter for the following season will do so by submitting a simple form confirming the Captain’s Contact details and Home Match days etc. 
· Any proposed additional teams from existing Member Clubs must advise the League Secretary via email by January 31st each year. (N.B. this also includes teams who failed to complete the previous season who are seeking re-admission).
· Clubs proposing to join the League must contact the League Secretary at the earliest opportunity indicating which sections they would like to participate in and confirm how their Venue meets both the LTA and Leeds League requirements.
· At the AGM each year, all applications will be submitted to the Member Clubs for approval. Subject to maintaining the integrity and structure of the League, new teams and Clubs will be accepted into the League.
· If new teams (from both existing or new member Clubs) are accepted into the League, they will be ranked joint lowest in the relevant Section and will therefore be placed in the bottom Division when the Divisions are formed for the following season.

Dave Robson reported that this had worked well and allowed the committee: earlier awareness of new club applications to the league; existing teams simply confirm captain details; supports accurate database management and avoids past issues. 

5. Election of Officers
Patrick Bywater (Sandal) was elected as Vice Chairperson and IT Lead.  All existing committee members will remain for the 2026 season.
Volunteers are encouraged to contact Jan Ward (secretary) if interested in future committee rotation. Post-meeting note - There will be vacancies in 2027 for the roles of secretary, treasurer and Vice Chair.

6. Financial report
Lewys Forsey (treasurer) reported on the financial status of the league. 
The financial report will be circulated to all clubs, once available.

7. Winter League Report
Beth James provided the Winter League status/results:
Before Christmas: 2 divisions of 5 teams.
· Div 1: St Chad’s A were Div 1 winners and Adel were relegated
· Div 2: Thorner were Div 2 winners and were promoted

After Christmas: Heaton joined Div 2
· Current leaders with 6 weeks remaining are as follows: Div 1: Almscliffe and Div 2: Heaton

The results are now published on the League Website, thanks to Patrick. The committee aims to return to the LTA system for results from October 2026.
Concerns were raised from the group regarding the poor court conditions at Leeds Beckett in bad weather. Also concerns that the coaching sessions booked in the previous booking slot were overrunning into match time

Action: Beth James agreed to provide feedback to Leeds Beckett and explore alternative venues for 2026 (possibly John Charles Centre).

8.  IT / Website Update
Pattrick Bywater confirmed that the website access issues are now resolved. The Winter League information is now ‘live’ on the website. It is planned that final fixtures (only) for the 2026 Summer league will be uploaded once finalised (all Summer 2026 results will go directly on the LTA system as previous). Any leagues not on the LTA website (e.g. Veterans) will be added to the website. Updates to club/team information is currently ongoing on the website.
9. LTA System Update
Dave Robson said he is reasonably confident the LTA system will operate more smoothly for 2026. 
The leagues have been created with the captain details uploaded and the fixtures will be uploaded shortly.  
Action: All club captains must encourage players to link themselves to their clubs.
10. Match Rules – Format and Forfeit Scoring
Dave Robson proposed to formalise the Medley rule changes used over the previous 2 seasons. 
The key discussion points were: 
· Forfeit score currently 0–72: considered excessive and distorting league tables.
· Feedback from the captains has been mixed, with no consensus reached yet.
Suggestions included: 
· Awarding 36 (half score)
· Awarding two-thirds (e.g. 36+18 = 54)
Action: Dave Robson will re-consult with all Medley captains before finalising.
An existing rule for all matches in all adult formats was confirmed:
· Full forfeit = -1 point
· If 1 pair is fielded, no point deduction applies.

11. 2026 League Formation & New Teams 
a. New Clubs applying to join the league: Leeds Beckett Sport have applied a U14 team. Inclusion was approved by vote.
b. New teams applying to join the league: Ladies Whitkirk C and Ackworth; Men’s Wakefield C and Thorner B; Medley John Charles.  Inclusion of all teams was approved by vote. 
c. Teams requesting to re-enter the league: Medley Armley. Inclusion was approved by vote with conditions (below). 

The previous season saw major issues due to the Armley captain’s communication failures. The club now proposes a new, reliable captain. Concerns were raised by members about lack of fall-back contacts at Armley.

Agreement was reached that Armley may re-enter the league, on condition a second point of contact (e.g. Armley Chairperson or someone else) is provided. If similar issues occur in 2026, Armley will not be accepted again. 
Action: Beth James volunteered to contact the Armley Chairperson for a second point of contact. 

Juniors: Many changes as juniors move up the ages. Inclusion of all new teams from Alwoodley, Bradford GS, Horsforth, Rawdon; Thorner, Skipton and Sandal were approved by vote. 

12. 2026 League Structures (PDF Attached)
Dave Robson presented a detailed breakdown of promotions, relegations, and teams leaving and joining (see attached PDF):
· Men’s: 54 teams across 8 divisions
· Ladies: 27 teams across 4 divisions
· Medley: 2 divisions of 7 teams
· Juniors: 8 teams of U12s, 11 teams of U14s, 6 teams of U16s

Fixtures will be produced in next few weeks, with captains able to request changes until end of April.
13.  Any Other Business
Use of courts with multiple lines: An issue has been raised with the committee regarding difficulty playing on courts overmarked for other sports (e.g., netball, hockey). The committee response has been that LTA guidance permits courts with multiple lines.  
The club in question has committed to minimising use of such courts and the committee will monitor the issue during the 2026 season rather than introducing a rule change.
Members are encouraged to report any court condition issues.
14. Meeting Close
The Chair thanked all committee members for their work as volunteers and appreciation was expressed by all attendees.
The meeting concluded with thanks to all participants. The meeting ended at 8:52 pm.
Post meeting note: the Annual Autumn Meeting is proposed for 21 Oct 2026.

