Leeds Tennis League 
Autumn General Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday 22 October 2025, 8pm at Alwoodley Tennis Club
Attendees:
	Jan Ward
	Roundhay

	Dave Robson
	Alwoodley

	Stuart Pedder
	Armley

	Mike Triffitt
	Wetherby

	Brad Triffitt
	Wetherby

	Fredrik Bleymann
	Pudsey

	Caroline Harding
	Whitkirk

	Katherine Stirling
	Roundhay

	Tracy Watson
	Adel

	Richard Brown
	Horsforth

	Pauline Whelan
	Adel

	Ann Sedivy
	Roundhay

	Justin Oliver
	Roundhay

	Gill Telford
	David Lloyd

	Peter Telford
	David Lloyd

	Patrick Bywater
	Sandal

	David Caddies
	Sandal 

	Don Changunda
	[bookmark: _Hlk212226455]Leeds Legends

	Chun Wai, Choi
	Leeds Legends

	Lewys Forsey
	Thorner

	Beth James
	Bardsey

	Kate Elgar
	Rawdon

	Penny Rice 
	St. Chads

	Ian Critchley 
	Grove Hill

	Dwight Brown
	West Yorkshire

	Jamie Corpuz
	Leeds Legends

	Damian Woods
	Leeds Legends



1. Apologies had been received from:

	Susan Gosling
	Almscliffe

	Helen Hickman 
	John Charles

	Helen Rogers 
	Barwick 

	Suzi Phillips
	Wakefield

	Hillary West
	Horsforth

	Deborah Trayhorn
	David Lloyd

	Lisa Joseph
	Adel

	Lindsey Crowther 
	Adel










2. Minutes of the March 2025 AGM were approved with no amendments.
3. There were no matters arising.
4. Beth James (Chairperson) provided the following update:
The last 6 months had generally gone well and thanks were given to the committee members. There was a tricky start to the Summer League due to a new club joining and general IT delays. Consequently, the fixtures went out later than we would have liked, but everything ran smoothly in the end.  The new club (Leeds Legends) do not have toilet or running water facilities at their courts, which had not been clarified when the club joined the league. This was later resolved as Leeds Legends were able to play at the Meanwood Park courts, where suitable facilities are available.

5. Dave Robson (Fixtures Coordinator) talked through the following report for the Men’s, Ladies and Medley leagues:
On behalf of Mike Triffitt and myself I’d like to give the Co-ordinators report for the Adult Summer Season. Special thanks to Mike for his considerable day to day involvement to ensure the results inputting is completed in an efficient and timely manner. 

First the stats;

	
	Divisions
	Teams
	Matches Scheduled
	Matches Played
	Forfeits
	Notes

	Ladies
	4
	27*
	158
	157
	1
	* Armley dropped out of Division 2 mid season and all matches were removed

	Mens
	8
	55
	324
	309
	15
	

	Medley
	2
	12**
	62
	62
	0
	** Armley dropped out of Division 1 mid season and all matches were removed




The pre-season was difficult with both LTA and Leeds League challenges delaying the creation of the fixtures, however all problems were overcome ahead of the first match. Lessons have been learned and hopefully 2026 will be smoother!

The new LTA results system took some getting used to for both Co-ordinators and all Captains, but overall provides most of what we need it to do. We had a problem with the Men’s Doubles rubber in the Medley format which hopefully can be fixed for next season but I’m less confident that anything will change for the overall Medley format which had to be a manual workaround.

There are two recurring problematic themes, 1) timeliness in entering results and 2) players not being linked to their Clubs. Both Mike and myself are more than happy to assist if necessary and whilst most Captains are excellent and understand their obligations, a small number cause the majority of problems. It should not be too difficult to complete a results card (with full names of players) and input the results on the website within 48 hours of the match. It is an ongoing source of frustration and whilst the League currently don’t have any penalties it may be the time to consider introducing some!

Following a very wet 2024, 2025 was exactly the opposite and very dry. There were very few rained off matches to be rescheduled which enabled all Divisions to progress well to completion.

The number of forfeits continues to remain high in the Men’s Section and in several cases adversely impacted final League Positions. Despite our best efforts Clubs are reluctant to only send one couple and avoid deduction of a penalty point.

Many Divisions were very closely competed and our congratulations go to the winners who will be presented with their trophies later. Overall there were very few problems to deal with off court and we’d like to thank all Team Captains and Players for their co-operation leading to another successful season.

Richard Brown gave an update on the Junior League:
Thanks were given to the coaches and parent captains for all their help getting the juniors together for the matches. Richard will continue to be the coordinator for the Junior League next year.  Several improvements will be introduced to ensure that all clubs wishing to join the league have entered correctly, and that the fixtures and parent captains are established as early as possible. Overall, it was a good season, with lots of juniors getting the opportunity to play competitively at their level outside their own club.   

Jan Ward gave a brief update on the Veterans league on behalf of Hillary West. Hillary has since sent the Veterans League report as follows:
The number of teams in the Veterans League hit an all-time high in 2023, with 9 teams. A second division was created. Captains requested a change in the rules to scrap the limit on the number of players who formed the “squad”, and that was approved in March 2024. Despite it being easier than ever to raise a team – only two players are needed for a match – the number of matches played declined, with only one match being played in Division 1 in 2024. Several teams dropped out before the 2025 season, leaving 5 teams still in, forming a single division.  A further two teams quietly quit during the season, leaving only Armley, Horsforth and West Yorkshire Tennis Club. Nearly all of those matches were played, Armley topping the table.
The Leeds League Secretary kindly circulated a “call-out” before the 2025 Autumn AGM, resulting in expressions of interest from Tadcaster and Barwick. I’ve sent them a copy of the rules and will be in touch with them again in February to invite them to join for the 2026 season.


Beth James gave an update on the Winter League:
Thanks were given to Gill Telford for all the many years she had run the Winter League. All is currently going well with the league, with 2 divisions, each with 5 teams, and matches alternate between Mondays and Tuesdays. A couple of other teams are potentially interested in joining the league after Christmas, which is good news. Unfortunately, the matches cannot be entered onto the LTA website at this time, so the league tables are being prepared by Beth. A request was made for all score sheets to be sent in promptly, so that league tables can be kept up to date.

6. Lewys Forsey gave an update on the league finances:
Thanks were given to the previous treasurer Emma Jewkes. As of 22 Oct 2025, the account is positive at £6880.48. There has been an expenditure of £161.25 for trophies. For the Winter League, there has been an income of £954 which comprises the initial deposit from 9 of the teams, with a further team to pay, and an outgoing of £1221.25 for the first 2 matches of the season at Beckett Park.

7. There is no LTA IT/Leeds League Website update or report. 
Steven Smith has not been contactable by any members of the committee for a long time.  IT support is the biggest problem for the league that currently needs resolving.

Consequently, the committee is now looking for a volunteer with IT skills to update the Leeds League website and for a volunteer with IT skills to help with the LTA match software for the Winter League and most importantly for the 2026 Summer League. 

8. [bookmark: _Hlk212402178]Dave Robson talked through the suggested changes (below in red text) to the Leeds League Constitution and asked members to discuss this within their clubs and provide any comments/suggestions, and to add suggestions for any other parts of the constitution:

Background
The League Committee would like to give Member Clubs advance notification of the following changes that will be proposed at the 2026 AGM in March and invite comments and any suggested amendments.

The Committee feel that 
we need to include specific requirements for Leeds League matches over and above the criteria used by the LTA for Registered Venues.
detail the annual entry process and differentiate between existing teams reapplying for the following season with new teams (from both existing and potential Member Clubs). N.B. it is the Committee’s intention that this is invoked for the 2026 season
confirm that new teams will be placed in the bottom Division of the League Structure (which is no change to the well established practice).

Proposed Change to Item 3 of the League Constitution;

3. MEMBERSHIP AND PARTICIPATION IN LEAGUES

Current Wording;

i. Location
Tennis Clubs and players located in the vicinity of Leeds shall be eligible to apply for consideration for participation in the various leagues.
All venues competing in the Leeds Tennis League must be LTA Registered Venues as of the date of the League AGM each season.

Proposed Wording

i) Location
Tennis Clubs and players located in the vicinity of Leeds shall be eligible to apply for consideration for participation in the various leagues.
All venues competing in the Leeds Tennis League must be LTA Registered Venues as of the date of the League AGM each season. In addition Leeds League Matches must be played at Venues with both toilet facilities and running water.

New ii Annual Entry Process

Existing teams intending to re-enter for the following season will do so by submitting a simple form confirming the Captain’s Contact details and Home Match days etc. 
Any proposed additional teams from existing Member Clubs must advise the League Secretary via email by January 31st each year. (N.B. this also includes teams who failed to complete the previous season who are seeking re-admission).
Clubs proposing to join the League must contact the League Secretary at the earliest opportunity indicating which sections they would like to participate in and confirm how their Venue meets both the LTA and Leeds League requirements.
At the AGM each year, all applications will be submitted to the Member Clubs for approval. Subject to maintaining the integrity and structure of the League, new teams and Clubs will be accepted into the League.
If new teams (from both existing or new member Clubs) are accepted into the League, they will be ranked joint lowest in the relevant Section and will therefore be placed in the bottom Division when the Divisions are formed for the following season.

These suggested changes to the constitution led to a lengthy discussion across the room regarding:

Toilets/running water at match venues: A view was put forward that this discriminates against any clubs without this facility; conversely it was viewed to discriminate against any player needing these facilities over the course of a match who would therefore be unable/unwilling to play. The long duration of some matches and additional travelling time for visiting clubs was a big concern, if toilet facilities are not available. Also thought best safety practice for players to remain hydrated and therefore more likely to need toilets.  
The Chairperson confirmed that there will be a vote at the AGM in March, across all clubs, as to whether these facilities are considered a requirement for match venues.  

Refreshments: The constitution states that the home team are encouraged to provide refreshments. So, it was confirmed that there is no obligation to do this. 

Weather conditions/Cut-off for very high temperatures on match days: Generally thought this is best discussed between the club captains and if there is disagreement, then contact the League Coordinators for resolution.

Location:  There is quite a wide geography of teams in the leagues. The long distance and travelling times to some clubs was discussed. 

League Entry Forms: It was confirmed that these are sent to all email addresses on the Club Contacts List. Clubs are contacted (by other means) when a contact email is obviously no longer valid. As suggested, all clubs (except those recently updated) will be contacted by the secretary in the next few weeks to confirm email addresses. This, together with the additional checks on the team info, should exclude any issues with team applications for next season.
    
9. [bookmark: _Hlk212581080]Jan Ward gave an update on the Committee Members Rotation Plan:
[bookmark: _Hlk212581138]There is a vacancy for a Vice Chairperson to join the committee. This person will then take over as Chairperson after the March 2027 AGM. Following review of the Club Rotation Plan in the next few weeks, a club will be asked to provide someone to take on this role.

10. Trophy Presentations:
Men’s Division 1: Roundhay A
Men’s Division 2: David Lloyd
Men’s Division 3: Chapel Allerton B
Men’s Division 4: Sandal B
Men’s Division 5: Pudsey
Men’s Division 6: Grove Hill B
Men’s Division 7: Bardsey B
Men’s Division 8: Leeds Legends A
Ladies Division 1: Chapel Allerton A
Ladies Division 2: Adel A
Ladies Division 3: Roundhay B
Ladies Division 4: Sandal B
Medley Division 1: Rawdon
Medley Division 2: David Lloyd
Winter League Division 1: Wetherby 2
Winter League Division 2: Ilkley 1
Juniors U12s: Chapel Allerton
Juniors U14s: Chapel Allerton
Juniors U16s: Roundhay
Veterans Division 1: Armley

11. AOB
Katherine Stirling had a query regarding the rules for over-run/unfinished matches, as there had been a discrepancy as to which team was awarded the unfinished set in 2 matches at Roundhay. This will be reviewed by the Coordinators for next season.

	Tracy Watson asked about the Medley rules for forfeited matches as this can have a 	significant effect on the results and the table, when the full number of games are awarded. 	It was discussed that other leagues award half the games. This will be reviewed by the 	Coordinators for next season.

The next meeting will be the AGM on Wednesday 4 March 2026.

The meeting ended at 9:05 pm


