Leeds Tennis League Spring General Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday 5 Match 2025, 8pm at Alwoodley Tennis Club
Attendees:
	Brad Triffitt
	Wetherby

	Mike Triffitt
	Wetherby

	Alison Taylor
	Alwoodley

	Sally Harris
	Alwoodley

	Dave Robson
	Alwoodley

	Jan Ward
	Roundhay

	Gill Telford
	David Lloyd

	Peter Telford
	David Lloyd

	Deboral Trayhurn
	David Lloyd

	Morag Woon
	Collingham

	Liz Douthwaite
	Collingham

	Fredrik Bleymann
	Pudsey

	Julia Cressey
	Ilkley

	Caroline Harding
	Whitkirk

	Stuart Pedder
	Armley

	Anne Parker
	Rawdon

	Kate Elgar
	Rawdon

	John Micklethwaite
	Adel

	Katherine Stirling
	Roundhay

	Emily Langford
	Roundhay

	Justin Carveley
	St Chads

	Daniel Franklin
	Wakefield

	Liam Watson
	Sandal

	David Bodsworth
	Barwick

	Phil Bagley
	Barwick

	Quentin Villard
	Whitkirk

	Richard Brown
	Horsforth

	Damian Woods
	Leeds Legends 

	Marco Gobbato
	Leeds Legends

	Donald Changunda
	Leeds Legends

	Vladimir Mikelyevk
	Leeds Legends

	Emma Jewkes
	David Lloyd/North Leeds

	Beth James
	Thorner/Bardsey

	Lewys Forsey
	Thorner



1. John Micklethwaite (chair) welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked everyone for coming. 
 
2. Apologies had been received from:

	Susan Gosling
	Almscliffe

	Jonny Moore
	Skipton

	Ian Kirk 
	Ackworth

	Jeremy Harrison
	Ilkley

	Hillary West
	Horsforth

	Stephen Bastow
	Wakefield

	Steven Smith
	Wakefield

	Ann Sedivy
	Roundhay

	Jackie Cooper
	Whitkirk










3.  Minutes of the November 2024 AGM were confirmed as accurate, with no matters arising.

4. Ben Housam provided an update on new Officers for Committee 2025/26 as follows:
Beth James (Bardsey/Thorner) to take over from John Micklethwaite as Chairperson.
Jan Ward (Roundhay) to take over from Ben Housam as Secretary.
Lewys Forsey (Thorner) to take over from Emma Jewkes as Treasurer.

There were no other nominations for people to take these posts and the committee was approved as is.

5. Emma Jewkes provided the financial report:
Currently holding just under £11,500 in the bank, of which just over £5000 are deposits for the winter league (first and second halves), so actual balance is just over £6000. Still holding funds for upgrading the website (£1000) and the secretarial fund (£1250). Only real expenditure this year was £85 for mini trophies. 

Beckett will, in future, start invoicing on a rolling basis which they haven’t done so far (that’s why extra funds are being held back for the winter league as haven’t fully paid the first half of the winter league). Final payment will be due in April (approx.). 

The singles league didn’t run this year.


6. Gill Telford provided a report on the Winter League:
The tennis has been very competitive, with many matches drawn. Still wide-open as to who gets promoted. There have been IT issues for the second half of the season (the first half of the season was fine). Steve Smith has recently said that the system should go live quite soon. In the meantime, Gil asks that teams still send in their score sheets so she can produce a manual version, then everyone will know where they are in the table. Teams will be informed when the system goes live, and results can then go into the system. Fixtures were sorted out a lot more evenly than the last half season.

John Micklethwaite said that the main change to the system for the next summer season is that captains will need to log on under their own membership and not that of the club. The message to team captains will be that all playing members need to be LTA members and associated with the club (termed ‘venue’). 

Steve Smith was unable to attend the meeting but sent the following IT Report (not read out at the meeting): 
Website - Everything should be OK but please let me know if any content should be altered/added. 
New LTA system - LTA have a new online system which has been difficult to set up and LTA are slow to respond to queries. Apologies to players involved in the winter league as the results are not yet there, the system should be ready to use shortly  

7. Ben Housam read out the following report on the Veterans League provided by Hillary West:
Enthusiasm has waned somewhat. There was no play during the winter season.  I canvassed captains of the 2 divisions on whether they intended to continue, and 4 teams have dropped out because they don't have enough available and fit players - Alwoodley, Wetherby, Adel. Rawdon.  

So, we have gone into the current season of Feb to end of August with 6 teams in one division. This will be the only season as winter play has proved unproductive.

8. There have been no new changes to the Constitution/Rule Amendments.

9. Dave Robson provided the following update from the Men’s, Ladies, Medley and Junior leagues:

Clubs used the electronic form to enter their teams into the league, up to cut-off of 31 Jan. Since this time various changes were made, however the league document is now finalised. The starting point was last year’s results including the usual promotion and relegation. The league has the rule that teams other than the winners are offered promotion. No team has rejected promoted this year. 

Post-meeting note: Changes have had to be made to the final document following updated information (detailed in the following sections). 





The league is growing, and new teams include: 
· Ladies - I new team: Sandal B
· Men’s - 6 new teams: Armley B, St Chads C, Barwick and Leeds Legends (3 teams) (Leeds Legends will play at The Hollies)
· Medley - 1 new team: Leeds Legends  
· Juniors - 2 new teams: Skipton and Bradford Grammar School (2 teams)
Post-meeting note: Ladies - 1 further new team: Almscliffe B 
Post-meeting note: Men’s - Due to the current lack of facilities at The Hollies, Leeds Legends will now play all home matches at the Meanwood Park courts, with toilet facilities being available at the adjacent café. 

As there are 6 new men’s teams, there is a newly created Division 8. All the new teams will be in this division. Though recognised not best for all 3 Leeds Legends teams to be in same division, this follows the usual format. It was confirmed that the new teams meet the LTA affiliation criteria.

Division structure and changes are as follows: 
Ladies: 27 teams; 6, 7, 7 and 7 teams in Division 1, 2, 3 and 4, respectively.
[bookmark: _Hlk193623078]Post-meeting note: With Almscliffe B, there are now 28 teams, with 8 teams in Division 4. 

Changes from last season are:
· David Lloyd A and Ilkley promoted to Div 1; Adel A and Whitkirk A relegated to Div 2.
· Almscliffe, Sandal A and Armley promoted to Div 2; Roundhay B and Rawdon relegated to Div 3.
· Chapel Allerton C, David Lloyd B and Adel B promoted to Division 3; Wetherby and Whitkirk B relegated to Div 4.

Men: 48 teams; 7 teams in Divisions 1 to 7, and 6 teams in Division 8.
Changes from last season are:

· Rawden and Wetherby A promoted to Div 1; Ilkley A and Boston Spa A relegated to Div 2
· David Lloyd and Wakefield A promoted to Div 2; Chapel Allerton B and Adel A relegated to Div 3
· Grove Hill A and Horsforth B promoted to Div 3; Tadcaster A and Bardsey A relegated to Div 4
· Roundhay D and St Chads B promoted to Div 4; Pudsey and Pool relegated to Div 5
· Thorner and Boston Spa C promoted to Div 5; Ilkley B and Horsforth C relegated to Div 6
· Grove Hill B and Ackworth promoted to Div 6; Roundhay E and Whitkirk C relegated to Div 7

Medley: 13 teams; 6 in Div 1 and 7 in Div 2
· Armley and Thorner promoted to Div 1; Grove Hill and David Lloyd relegated to Div 2

Juniors:
U12: 6 teams: Whitkirk, Chapel Allerton, Horsforth, Roundhay, Bardsey and Skipton 
U14: 6 teams: Whitkirk, Chapel Allerton, Horsforth, Roundhay, Bardsey and Bradford Grammar School
U16: 7 teams: Whitkirk, Chapel Allerton, Horsforth, Roundhay, Bradford Grammar School, Thorner and Sandal

Fixtures will be produced in next few weeks and issued to all clubs. Reminder from Dave Robson and Mike Triffitt (Coordinators), that captains need to review their fixtures and can request either home or away games to be moved, however, this can only be done up to the end of April. Fixtures are then locked and can only be changed in exceptional circumstances or rain/bad weather.  

It was requested by Peter Telford that any changes required in early season matches (up to half-way through May) be sorted earlier (e.g. half-way through April) and not left until the end of April, when the opposition has already sorted out a team.

Leeds Legends asked whether any of their 3 teams could go into a higher division. Dave Robson replied that to be fair to all teams, the rule is that all new teams start in the lowest division. Promotion/relegation rule is 2 up and 2 down in each division but can be increased if vacances arise.    

Captains are asked to check that their contact info. is correct in the document containing the info. of all captains, that is sent out with fixtures.


10. AOB
Confirmed that Coordinator for Ladies divisions/fixtures is Mike Triffitt. 
  
Beth James proposed that engraving trophies could be paid for by the league to hopefully increase the incentive to get the trophies engraved. Logistics would stay the same regarding trophies being returned etc as already quite a difficult process to manage. Suggested to nominate an engraver, with one overall payment (instead of possibly 20 if different engravers used). Beth offered to investigate engravers with respect to costs. Comment was made that the engraver in Gipton is very good and reasonably priced, but issue of all clubs getting to Gipton with trophies due to clubs being widespread. Other discussion was whether a league entry fee should be included to fund the engraving.       

 The meeting closed at 8:40 pm.

Post meeting note: next AGM proposed for Wednesday 22 Oct 2025.

