LEEDS TENNIS LEAGUE
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 11" March 2020, 8PM

ALWOODLEY TENNIS CLUB

Leeds
ITennis
League

Competitive tennis for all

Roger Harris (the Chair) welcomed everyone to meeting (starting at 8.05pm) and thanked Alwoodley Community
Centre for hosting. Those in attendance were:

Attendees:

Alex Hill (AH) Chapel Allerton
Alison Taylor Alwoodley
Alison Taylor Alwoodley
Ann Sedivy Roundhay
Ben Critchton Alwoodley
Bradley Triffitt Wetherby
Caroline Harding Whitkirk
Clint Cockcroft Tadcaster
D Burton Wakefield
Dave Robson Alwoodley
Gillian Telford (GT) David Lloyd
Hilary Dove Grove Hill
Jamie Walters Alwoodley
Jo Bailey Horsforth
Joseph Silvester Horsforth
Julie Peers Alwoodley
Lesley Davis Horsforth
Mary Stearman Whitkirk
Maryla Gledhill Collingham
Michael Triffitt Wetherby
Michael Ward Horsforth
Paul Hardy Whitkirk
Penny Rice St Chads
Peter Telford David Lloyd
Roger Harris (RH) Kirkstall
Sally Harris (SH) Alwoodley
Steve Bastow (SB) Wakefield
Tony Abbott West Yorkshire
Will Woodrow Tadcaster




Apologies:

Barbara Jackson Almscliffe
Heather Butterworth Adel

lan Hamilton Boston Spa
Jill Ingle (JI) St Chads
Katherine Stirling Roundhay
Kathy Horne Roundhay
Lynne Ashworth Grove Hill
Mike Green Wetherby
Petra Morgan Chapel Allerton
Richard Arnott Rawdon
Tracy Watson Adel

1) Roger (RH) gave the known Apologies to the meeting

Please see above.

2) Minutes of the Autumn General Meeting — 23rd October 2019

The minutes of the Autumn General Meeting were approved as a true record of the meeting apart from one

small alteration was necessary, Sally Harris (SH) requested she be placed onto the Attendees List, AH updated

the records.

3) Matters Arising

None

4)

5)

Election of Officers & Committee members for 2020/21

RH advised the meeting that we had the following changes to the Officers and Committee members:

Incoming Chairman: Paul Hardy (Whitkirk)
Vice Chairman: Michael Ward (Horsforth)

5 new Section Co-ordinators:

Mens Div1 & 2 Stuart Pedder (Armley)
Mens Div 4 Chris Hobbs (Pudsey)

Ladies Div 1 Maryla Gledhill (Collingham)
Ladies Div2 & 3 Mike Triffitt (Wetherby)
Medley Div 1 Penny Rice (St Chads)

Proposer: Mary Stearman (Whitkirk)  Seconder: Jo Bailey (Horsforth)

Financial Update to 31* December 2019 — Roger Harris on behalf of Lynne Ashworth (LA)

RH explained that LA (our Treasurer) is away at the moment but she prepared a report for the year ending
31at December 2019. These have been distributed to everyone, prior to the AGM, for information. You
may notice a discrepancy (£132) between the amount of income for the Winter League and the Leeds
Beckett fee. This is because there were still some monies to come in from clubs as the Winter League runs
from September to April. The Accounts were agreed and RH signed them.



ACTION: Alex (AH - League Secretary) will file them away.

Proposer: Steve Bastow — Wakefield Seconder: Hilary Dove — Grove Hill

6) IT/Website Matters (Volunteers needed for IT/Website Support)

Steve (SB) updated the meeting that there were no significant problems with the LTL’s IT Systems and there
were no changes expected for the summer. He reiterated that regarding Walkovers, the Section Co-
ordinators are the only ones who can enter this information and not the captains, to keep it fair to all
concerned.

LTL Website — SB confirmed the information is up-to-date. SB and Steve Cordingley have looks after the
website and link with the LTA System for 10 years now and are stepping down next year in March. He asked
for Volunteers to take over from himself and Steve Cordingley. He has produced a Role Description (which
AH can email to all clubs). This details the main duties (eg maintaining its content, understanding the
website from an operational perspective etc) and he offered his assistance to anyone willing to help. If no
volunteers were found, we would have to outsource this service, but this would cost the League, so if
possible, let’s try and find someone from within our League to help. He will continue to look after the LTA
System on behalf of the League. If you are interested, please contact Steve.

ACTION: AH / Anyone interested in volunteering
7) Revisions to the Junior Rules of the League (re: LTA Age Eligibility Changes)

RH explained that the Committee felt important to align with the LTA on the change of rules, as distributed
previously to everyone, prior to the AGM and wanted to ask the meeting for their opinions. The existing
text refers to a calculation web link, but this isn’t up-to-date, please see below the proposed change:

LTA Age Eligibility Changes

The Leeds Tennis League has been aligned with the LTA for age group eligibility based on the players age on
31" August each year. From 1% April 2020 the LTA is changing this to be the calendar year, ie 31* December.
The Officers and committee believe that for clarity the LTL age group eligibility should continue to be the same
as the LTA and therefore we are asking for ratification of a change to Junior Rules for this to happen at the 11"
March 2020 AGM.

The following link https://www.lta.org.uk/competitionagegroupchanges gives more information on the
Competition Age Group Changes. There is also a PDF on the LTA website with Frequently Asked Questions.

LEEDS TENNIS LEAGUE
2020 JUNIOR DIVISION RULES

EXISTING

2.1 Eligibility — Age

Age group eligibility is based on a player’s age at the end of the season (31st August 2018). For example, if a
player was born on 23rd February 2006, then they will be 12 years old on 31st August 2018, meaning they can

play 12 & under competition. This link gives further information:
https://www.Ita.org.uk/competitions/junior/competition-age-groupsi/



https://www.lta.org.uk/competitionagegroupchanges
https://www.lta.org.uk/competitions/junior/competition-age-groups1/

8)

PROPOSED
2.1 Eligibility — Age
Age group eligibility is based on a player’s age at the end of the calendar year (31st December 2020). For

example, if a player was born on 23rd February 2008, then they will be 12 years old on 31st December 2020,
meaning they can play 12 & under competition.

It was accepted by the attendees.
ACTION: AH to update the Rules and add to the website & email round all clubs.

Proposer: Paul Hardy (Whitkirk) Seconder: Mary Stearman (Whitkirk)

Report on the Winter and Veterans Leagues 2019-2020

Gill Telford (GT) updated the meeting. As in the last few years, we have 21 teams playing winter league — 3
divisions of 7 teams each. This ensures a standard of tennis available to suit everyone.

The winter season of 2019-2020 is so far going without a hitch. The weather to date has been kinder than
previous years, which has caused less transport issues.

GT was pleased to report that the results are being inputted in a timely fashion, which is good as it is fair to
all teams thus enabling them to monitor their league position.

The title races are not decided yet and in particular divisions 2 & 3 look extremely close, so good luck to
everyone.

As ever, a reminder to all clubs to pay their bills, once issued, promptly at the end of the season please. The
new invoices are likely to come out in early April.

With regard to 2020-2021, | shall seek confirmation of entries in the summer, with a cut off date in early
August, this date will be published on the Leeds League website.

In the meantime, anyone requiring a new place or no longer requiring their current place, then the earlier
you can notify me would be very helpful for the planning process.

Veterans League update

Mike Green is unable to be with us tonight but has asked us to encourage clubs to submit teams in the
veterans League.

RH also presented the Veterans Trophy to Michael Ward (from Horsforth) to take back to his club, as they
were joint winners in 2019.



9) Summer League entrants/format/policies for 2020

a)

b)

c)

d)

Changes to declaration on future League Application Entry Forms

Entry forms (Data query) - RH advised the meeting that Roundhay had raised a concern in regards to
the declaration in paragraph 2 by team captains which says “I agree to my details .... “. SB has informed
us that these details were put onto the Leeds League Website some years ago. They may be historic
details sitting on the website but they haven’t been kept up-to-date so he will remove them when the
opportunity arises. ACTION: SB

Entry forms 2021 — AH to update these forms, ready for next Summer, to reflect the change deleting
the necessary text to now read in Paragraph 2:

“Please read the following declaration and then sign and date where indicated:
1. | have read the Rules of the Leeds Tennis League and agree to abide by them and to conduct
myself/and my team(s) in a polite and friendly manner at all times when playing this competition

including abiding by the League’s Fair Play Charter

2. |agree to my details being held by the Leeds Tennis League Co-ordinator for the purpose of
running this League.

ACTION: AH

New teams/withdrawals

Tadcaster have entered a team in the Men’s League for the first time, RH welcomed them into the
League and reminded them that if they need any help regarding inputting their results, there will be
assistance available. Unfortunately Dacre has had to withdraw from the Men’s League.

League entrants and divisions

RH confirmed that all teams in the Summer League are now LTA affiliated.

RH talked through the Division splits for the Men’s, Ladies, Medley and Juniors. Following a discussion
at the Autumn General meeting, regarding the Juniors, the matches will now be played on Saturday or
Sunday. All the Division Splits were agreed.

ACTION: AH to email to all clubs.

Fixture planning considerations
REMINDER to all clubs to agree changes to any matches by end of April.
The Fixture planning will take place in late March and once done, will be emailed out to everyone.

SB and Jill Ingle (J1) have kindly agreed to undertake this work.

ACTION: AH to email the Division Splits to Steve Bastow and Jill Ingle.



10) Any other Business

REMINDER re: Trophies and Engraving them

RH asked the meeting to please ensure that the Trophies are engraved BEFORE being handed back to Alex
by the 1% September.

COVID-19 VIRUS

Coronavirus — At our pre-meeting last week, the Committee discussed the potential impact that Coronavirus
may have on teams being able to field teams. We thought that there may a need to have more flexibility
regarding the re-arrangements of fixtures. Ordinarily, after the end of April fixtures can only be rearranged
due to adverse weather. The Committee will monitor the situation and provide guidance on this, if and
when required.

The attendees agreed that this is the best course of action.

No other AOB had been sent to either the League Secretary or the Chair by the deadline of the 2" March.

Finally, Paul Hardy (the incoming Chair) thanked Roger (RH) for all his hard work over the last year and his
attention to detail and highly conscientious approach. The meeting gave him a hearty round of applause.

There being no other business Roger closed the meeting at 9.15pm and thanked attendees for their time.
He reminded everyone that the bar remained open for refreshments.

Next meeting: Autumn General Meeting — DATE to be agreed
Venue: Alwoodley Social Club



